Form BLR2

Standard Directions for unopposed Business Lease Renewals (Low Value Disputes)

1.
Allocation

This case be allocated to the Fast Track. 

1. Terminology

In this Order, references to “the Landlord” mean the Claimant/Defendant [delete as appropriate] and references to “the Tenant” mean the Claimant/Defendant [delete as appropriate].

3. Stay of proceedings

If at any time the Claimant and Defendant jointly notify the Court that they wish the proceedings to be stayed for a fixed period (not exceeding three months) to enable the parties to attempt to negotiate a settlement, the periods of time for compliance with these directions shall be adjusted by such period, provided that such stay shall not affect the date fixed for the trial of this case.  Prior to the fixing of a date for trial, the parties may jointly apply for the trial window to be adjusted to take into account the agreed period of the stay.

4. The Lease

The Landlord do by no later than 4.00pm on [



] serve upon the Tenant a copy of the draft lease which it would be prepared to enter into.

The Tenant do by no later than 4.00pm on [



] serve upon the Landlord a Schedule identifying the clauses (if any) in the draft lease which are disputed and specifying proposed amendments to the said clauses.

5. Disclosure [optional]

Each party shall give to the other party standard disclosure of documents on Form N265 by 4pm on [                                           ] with inspection within 7 days thereafter. 

6. Statements [optional]

The parties shall exchange statements of witnesses of fact by 4pm on

[                                ].  No witness whose statement has not been so exchanged shall give evidence without the permission of the Court.

7. Expert Evidence

The evidence on the question of rent (and interim rent) shall be limited to the written report of a single expert (valuer) jointly instructed by the parties.  Instructions shall be given to the expert by 4.00pm on [



], and his written report shall be served by 4.00 pm on [




].

8. Pre Trial Checklists

Each party do file a completed Pre Trial Checklist [with detailed Costs Estimate] [and the claimant shall pay the Listing Fee] together with the expert’s report including replies to any questions served and witness statements by 4.00pm on [


   ].

9. Trial

The case [including the claim for interim rent] be listed for hearing before a Circuit Judge in the period from [


to 


] with a provisional time estimate of [


] hours.

[Note to court staff: please now fix trial before a CJ in the trial window and send notice to all parties]

10. Miscellaneous

Each party must inform the court immediately if the case is settled.

The defendant shall, not less than 14 days before the hearing/beginning of the trial window, notify the claimant of all documents to be included in the court bundle.  The claimant shall not more than 7 days, and not less than 3 days, before the trial lodge with the court 2 copies of a paginated and indexed bundle complying with Paragraphs 3.1 to 3.10 of the Practice Direction to CPR Part 39 and containing copies of all relevant documents including statements of case, witness statements and expert’s report (if any).

Costs in the case. 

[Because this Order has been made by the Court without considering representations from the parties, the parties have the right to apply to have the order set aside, varied or stayed.  A party wishing to make an application must send or deliver the application to the court (together with any appropriate fee) to arrive at the Court within seven days of service of this Order upon him/her/it].

